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Story highlights 

 Strong earthquake comes on anniversary of devastating 1985 earthquake 
 Government mobilizes for emergency 

(CNN)A magnitude-7.1 earthquake struck the central Mexican state of Puebla on Tuesday 
afternoon, the US Geological Survey said. 

Preliminary reports put the epicenter 2.8 miles (4.5 kilometers) east-northeast of San Juan 

Raboso and 34.1 miles (55 km) south-southwest of the city of Puebla, according to the USGS. 

It was felt in the center of Mexico City, which is only about 75 miles (121 km) from the epicenter. 

The earthquake struck at a depth of about 33 miles (51 km). There were no immediate reports 

of injuries. 

 

People remove debris off a building that collapsed after an earthquake rattled Mexico City. 

Here are the latest developments: 

• Education Minister Aurelio Nuño tweeted "all public and private schools in Mexico City are 

cancelled until further notice." He said schools in the states of Puebla and Guerrero also are 

closed until further notice. 

• The airport in Mexico City is closed. According to the airport's Twitter account, "Operations 

are suspended until every infrastructure is assessed." 

• The governor of Puebla said on Twitter that there were reports of damaged buildings. 

Tony Gali urged residents to follow civil protection security protocols. 
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Adrian Wilson, a photographer from New York City who was visiting his fiancee, was eating 

in the capital when the earthquake struck. 

"I was having lunch when the floor gently rocked as if a big truck went by," Wilson said. "It 

then amplified in waves and the whole room started shaking. The building is from the 1930s 

and just survived a big earthquake, so I knew I would be OK." 

President Enrique Peña Nieto tweeted, "I have called a meeting for the National Emergency 

Committee to evaluate the situation and to coordinate any actions. Plan MX has been 

activated." 

 

The leader said he was "on (a) flight to Oaxaca. I immediately will return to Mexico City to 

address the situation caused by the earthquake." 

The earthquake comes 32 years after a magnitude-8.0 earthquake hit on September 19, 

1985, killing an estimated 9,500 people in and around Mexico City. 

It comes more one week after a magnitude-8.1 earthquake struck off the southern coast of 

the country, killing at least 61 people. 

Developing story - more to come 

CNN's Elwyn Lopez, Hande Atay Alam, Catherine Shoichet, David Williams and Larry 
Register contributed to this report. 

 

 

 

 



Powerful 7.1 magnitude earthquake 
rocks central Mexico 
2:38 PM, Sep 19, 2017 

43 mins ago 

MEXICO CITY (AP) -  A magnitude 7.1 earthquake jolted central Mexico on 

Tuesday, collapsing some buildings, cracking the facades of others and 

scattering rubble on streets on the anniversary of a devastating 1985 quake. 

The quake caused buildings to sway sickeningly in Mexico City and sent 

panicked office workers streaming into the streets, but the full extent of the 

damage was not yet clear. Mexican media broadcast images of several collapsed 

buildings in heavily populated parts of the city. 

The U.S. Geological Survey calculated its magnitude at 7.1 and said it was 

centered near the Puebla state town of Raboso, about 76 miles (123 kilometers) 

southeast of Mexico City. 

Puebla Gov. Tony Galil tweeted that there had been damaged buildings in the 

city of Cholula including collapsed church steeples. 

In Mexico City, thousands of people fled office buildings and hugged to calm 

each other along the central Reforma Avenue as alarms blared, and traffic 

stopped around the Angel of Independence monument. 

In the Roma neighborhood, which was struck hard by the 1985 quake, piles of 

stucco and brick fallen from building facades littered the streets. At least one 

large parking structure collapsed. Two men calmed a woman seated on a stool 

in the street, blood trickling form a small wound on her knee. 

At a nearby market, a worker in a hardhat walked around the outside warning 

people not to smoke as a smell of gas filled the air. 

Market stall vendor Edith Lopez, 25, said she was in a taxi a few blocks away 

when the quake struck. She said she saw glass bursting out of the windows of 
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some buildings. She was anxiously trying to locate her children, whom she had 

left in the care of her disabled mother. 

Pictures fell from office building walls, objects were shaken off of flat surfaces 

and computer monitors toppled over. Some people dove for cover under desks. 

Local media broadcast video of whitecap waves churning the city's normally 

placid canals of Xochimilco as boats bobbed up and down. 

Earlier in the day workplaces across the city held preparation drills on the 

anniversary of the 1985 quake, a magnitude 8.1 shake, which killed thousands 

of people and devastated large parts of Mexico City. 

Much of Mexico City is built on former lakebed, and the soil is known to 

amplify the effects of earthquakes even hundreds of miles away. 
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