
Unit 1 – Lesson 8

Tools to Organize and 
Analyze the Past –

Time



Perspectives on 
the Past

If you had to write a 
history of your family, 
where and when 
would you begin?



If you had to write a 
history of the United 
States, where and 
when would you 
begin?



DISCUSSION

• How might the story of the U.S. be different if 
you started before 1492 ( when Columbus 
traveled to the Americas) or after 1500?

• How might different starting points affect 
what one sees as significant to the story?

• How might someone’s ideas of significance 
affect their starting point?



Historian Tools

Significance
Social

Institutions
Time

(Temporal Frame)

Space
(Spatial Scale)

Education
Religion
Government
Family
Economy
Language

When 
something 
happened

Where 
something 
happened

Being worthy 
of a historian’s 
attention

How and why do 
historians organize their 
accounts by time?



What year is it?

It’s actually 1464 according to the Armenian calendar.

It’s actually 2559 according to the Buddhist calendar.

It’s actually 2965 according to the Berber calendar.

It’s actually 7523 according to the Byzantine calendar.



Different cultures at different 
times in the past and present 
have defined time differently.





ACTIVITY
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ACTIVITY

• Created by Pope 
Gregory in the 1500s

• Based on Roman 
Calendar

• Begins with birth of 
Jesus

solar

• 365 days 
in a year

• Leap year 
366 days

• 12 
months 
per year 

Adopted 
globally

Uses BC to 
denote years 
before the birth 
of Jesus, and AD 
to denote years 
after. 



Birth of
Jesus

BCE
Before the 

Common Era

CE
Common Era

BC
before Christ

AD
anno domini

100
BCE

200
BCE

200
CE

100
CE

Gregorian Calendar



ACTIVITY

You will be 
assigned to 
investigate 

one of these 
calendars.





Meet with 3 other people who 
investigated the same calendar as you. 
Share your charts.

Muslim
Calendar

Muslim
Calendar

Muslim
Calendar

Muslim
Calendar



Form a group with one person from each calendar. 
Share what you have learned so that everyone can 
complete their chart.

Muslim
Calendar

Mayan
Calendar

Jewish
Calendar

Chinese
Calendar





The Eras of Ancient History

ERA I:
BEGINNINGS TO 4000 BCE

ERA II:
EARLY CIVILIZATIONS AND PASTORAL PEOPLES

4000 BCE TO 1000 BCE

ERA III:
CLASSICAL TRADITIONS AND EMPIRES

1000 BCE TO 500 CE



ACTIVITY



The Industrial  Era 
250 years

The Era of Foragers
200,000 years

The Agrarian Era 
10,000 years

Our Place in Time

About 8000 BCE
The Agricultural 

Revolution

1 CE
Common Era Begins

1750 CE
The Industrial 

Revolution

Era 3Era 2Era 1

Hunter-Gatherers Agriculture or 
Farming



Lesson Summary

• Four tools that historians use to organize information include 
significance, social institutions, time, and space.  

• Historians use time to organize the past.

• Historians categorize time into different scales in order to study 
human activity over large periods of time.

• All societies need to account for time in some way.  Different 
cultures created different calendar systems that suited their 
needs.  


