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Characteristics of a Civilization - Mesopotamia

Reading Assignment
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I can use evidence to 
identify characteristics 
of early civilizations.



.

1. I completed the 
Characteristics of a 
Civilization Chart for 
Mesopotamia.

2. I understand and can 
explain the common 
features of Ancient 
Mesopotamia.
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Turn and Talk:

• By what time in Era 2 were all four river valley civilizations in existence?

• What do you think was going on in each of these places before their civilizations 
developed?  For example, do you think there were people living in the Indus 
River Valley in 3000 BCE?  If so, why wasn’t it considered a civilization yet?
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Mesopotamia
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Ziggurat



.

Ziggurat
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Aqueducts
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Aqueducts - page 60, last paragraph 



.
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Fertile 
Crescent
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Babylon
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Babylon
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Cuneiform



.
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Specialization –
Listed under 
Social Systems
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Technology and Achievements
Can be something they created.

Can be the way they did something.
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Characteristics of a Civilization – Mesopotamia

• Complete the chart as you read about Mesopotamia.  
• Make sure you answer all of the questions on the 

chart for each characteristic. 
• You are encouraged to highlight information as you 

read. 
• When you are done, keep the reading packet. I will 

collect the chart at the end of class.
• Read or do homework for another class when you are 

done.  

Reading Assignment


