Seventh Grade: Eardy Word History S5070505
Unit 5: Interactions, the Fall of Empires, and Other Stories (1000 BCE — 500 CE, Era 3) Lesson 5

Student Handour #2
Historical Overview of the Gupta Empire and Summarization Exercise:

Read the entrre aricle first. Then go back and summarize each paragraph in the spaces provided. Each paragraph showld be
summmariged in 20 words or Jers. Fimally, combine your fosr section sumsmaries into one paragraph of no meore than 30 words.

1) The Gupta Empire was one of the largest, most prosperous societies in the history of India. From 320 CE to
around 530 CE, they ruled over much of what 15 India today, and some areas that border modern India. Before
the Gupta Empire, India was controlled by several smaller kingdoms that drmded thus lacge terotory up. Many of
these kinpdoms were becoming wealthy as a result of trade with Han China and the Roman Empire. Cotton and
spices that were grown in India were valued in Rome and China, so trade was very profitable.

Paragraph 1 Summary:

2 The Gupta family came into power i one region of India, Magadha, and from there they expanded their reach
through both military conguests and also by family alliances and marniages with the children of mlers from other
areas. Owver time, they gained control of more and more of what 15 now India. Chandragupta I, who was the
third Gupta to hold power, 15 known for finally gamning control over the whole area in 320 CE and established

the complete Gupta Empure.

Paragraph 2 Summary:

3) Chandragnpta and other Gupta mlers were different from the mlers of China and Rome. They allowed some
of the kinpdoms they brought into the empire to remain somewhat independent, allowing their leaders to stil
control much of what happened in their land. This meant that they spent less time on mulitary concuest and
could put their enerpy into supporting religions, artistic, and scientific advances. Villages were protected from
bandits by small military squads, but there was no large scale focus on war once peace was established Dunng
the mle of the Guptas, great works of hiterature were produced along with important art and architecture and
many advances in science and math. Hindwsm also gamned strength and influence in India with the support of
the Gupta. As Hindmsm grew, Buddhism lost some support there even as it expanded eastward. The caste
system of social hierarchy was further developed under the Gupta as well and Indian law was shaped in this time.
This was a time of peace and prosperity in India.
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Faragraph 3 Summany:

4) In approzumately 450 CE, the Hepthalites — a nomadic group from central Asia — began to clash frequently
with the Gupta and moved into the northwrest part of the empire. Having been at peace for so long, the Gupta
were not prepared to defend their empire, and the Hepthalites began an invasion around 480. Within 40 years,
the Hepthalites had pushed back the Gupta and taken over most of their terotory. By the middle of the next
century, the Gupta Empire was completely gone, and no Gupta leader was i place anywhere in India by 720 CE.

Paragraph 4 Summary:

Article Summany:




